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It’s the final countdown! 

After setting up our models and tools, 2019 was the time to start testing 
our technology in our three study cases! Since then, our partners from 
Groningen have been trying to use synthetic lipid rafts for the synthesis of new 
antimicrobials (Cosmetic SC) and our partners from CNB CSIC have been able to 
significantly improve the production of lycopene using this technology. Running 
a bit behind is our third study case (Feed SC) dedicated to the degradation of the 
pollutant TCP that we will start in the near future. Once we are done engineering 
these microbes, we will proceed to evaluate their performance in depth thanks 
to the power of -OMICS technologies.

In the meantime, our industrial partners are exploring the industrial potential 
of our technology and paving the way for its commercial uptake with preliminary 
market studies, upscaling- and techno economic analysis.

Many challenging questions remain to be answered and thus, we have very 
exciting work ahead of us! Despite of the difficulties and uncertainties that 
COVID-19 has caused and is causing worldwide, we will keep striving to make 
the most out of our R4B technology and have a real impact in boosting industrial 
processes! Stay tuned!
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There are many skills that make a good scientist: an acute critical sense and an 
analytic mind, among others, are key to understand the complex processes we 
study. This is important to manage experimental work, but also to be able to assess 
the research of others.

To boost these skills in our PhD students and postdocs we organised a workshop 
at the Institut Pasteur in Paris. Lead by our partner from ETHZ Uwe Sauer, these 
young researchers became professional evaluators for a day! Their main task? To 
listen, to assess and to decide. Within a mock evaluation committee and according to 
specific evaluation criteria, the students had to evaluate real proposals for research 
projects and choose a winning candidate. 

Being on the evaluator’s shoes for a day, the students boosted their critical capacity 
and gained useful insights about the grant evaluation processes that they will also 
have to face when they apply for funding for their own projects in the future. 
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An important part of every scientific project is making society aware about the 
results it is achieving. At Rafts4Biotech we have made great efforts in reaching all 
those who can be interested in the outcomes of our project. 

Back in the 2017, we showed you our dual social media strategy: Two different 
accounts for very different purposes. One corporate (Rafts4Biotech) and 
another one to raise awareness about synthetic biology and microbes (Bact To 
The Future). Today, both profiles have together reached almost 10,000 followers. 

This communication strategy allows us to reach people with different profiles. 
Moreover, we have used algorithms to have a deeper understanding about our 
followers and their main activity. The analysis of the data have proved that our 
strategy is useful to reach people coming from different sources like biotech 
companies or microbiology aficionados. This way, we can design future actions 
to approach our present and future audiences. 

There is still one year left of Rafts4Biotech project, and our following 
communication efforts will combine new content to further increase the 
engaging of our audiences with a better understanding of the stakeholders that 
show interest in our project. 
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This year, in our blog, we have combined the coverage of information about our 
partners with blog posts about selected synbio projects from all around Europe 
highlighting their work. For example, the European project P4SB that finished 
this year, focused on engineering Pseudomonas putida to break down plastic 
polymers. Projects such as MycoSynVac or Chassy are going beyond bacteria and 
are working with Mycoplasma and yeast, respectively, to develop vaccines or 
valuable lipid and aromatic compounds.

Regardless of the microorganism and the strategy, all these projects aim to 
improve products or processes that have a direct impact on the well-being of 
European citizens!  

Visit our blog to read about their ideas and outcomes!
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05Fostering industrial uptake 

As the end of the project approaches, it is time for our partners to start exploring 
the exploitation opportunities of our R4B technology. And so, these last couple of 
months they have had a very active presence of R4B members at international 
industrial events.

These meetings have been a great chance to learn about the latest advances in 
the field of industrial biotechnology as well as a great opportunity to expand our 
network of industrial contacts. These are some of the events that we visited: 

Genetics of Industrial Microorganisms 
8-11 September 2019 web
Pisa (Italy)

European Forum for Industrial Biotechnology & the Bioeconomy
30 September – 2 October 2019 web
Brussels (Belgium)

European Summit of Industrial Biotechnology
November 18th – 20th, 2019 web
Graz (Austria)
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06Partners' News 

Enantis earns ISO certification 
Last November, our partners from Enantis proudly announced their obtention 
of the ISO 9001:2015 certificate for the quality management system in the field 
of research, development and production of proteins. This certificate proves 
their commitment to deliver quality products and processes in compliance with 
the international quality system standards while taking best care of customer 
satisfaction. Congratulations!

Scienseed at the forefront of Spanish scicomm
Lucas Sánchez, co-founder and director of the communication agency Scienceed 
was recently invited to join the directive board of the Spanish Agency for 
Science Communication (AECC). The invitation demonstrates the interest that 
Scienseed's work has awaken in recent years and highlits the value of having the 
point of view of agencies specialized in science communication.
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Follow us in our way to a more sustainable future!

If you wish to have more information about the project don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Email: info@rafts4biotech.eu
Website:  http://www.rafts4biotech.eu/

R4B facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Rafts4Biotech/
R4B Twitter: https://twitter.com/Rafts4Biotech

Bact To The Future Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BactToTheFuture/
Bact To The Future Twitter: https://twitter.com/bacttothefuture
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